
 April 4-10, 1988 
 

NOTE FOR THE RECORD
 
 
Subject: MG (SSK, HWK, RAK) tour to Chitral. 
 
 
The Gilgit-Islamabad flight did not operate but the MG's attempt overland got thwarted by a land slide beyond 
Chilas near Shatial forcing retrieval of steps backwards for over 100 miles. Luckily the flight did operate on the 
5th to Islamabad and thence to Peshawar in the afternoon enabling the group to catch the following morning 
flight to Chitral. With a glee in his eyes, FS announced that most of the valleys were blocked and his advice 
should have been heeded that this was not the opportune time for MG to visit Chitral. The programme drawn 
up by him, had to be radically amended. 
 
The whole day was spent in n a staff meeting explaining the budget 1988 and the concept of cost containment 
and productivity. FS is circulating a detailed note. 
 
The newly DC Qazi Mohammad Yusuf received SSK with great warmth and assured him of his fullest 
cooperation and goodwill for AKRSP. 
 
The MG was caught in spate of dinner parties and luncheons being given to welcome the new DC. Ex-
Senator Burhan Uddin, MNA and District Chairman Shahzada Mohiuddin and MPA Zafar Ali Khan were the 
hosts for three consecutive feasts. The third flight, despite two earlier cancellations, did show up on April 8, 
thus rescuing us from further feasts. The Scouts played a big role in cajoling the pilot to bring the flight. We did 
experience a few hair raising moments while negotiating the clouds on return journey. 
 
The field visit again took us to the Arandu Valley, the only valley which was not blocked except for fear of 
Soviet and Afghan gunships. More than 100 people had assembled at a very short notice and FS carried out 
third dialogues with VOs Asadabad, Gunay, Baceni and Mir Shah. Lichagram was the only old VO which 
spoke highly of the benefits in terms of unit and love, productivity and access to services. There were nearly 
30 rifles resting against the wall of the Domelnisar fort under the watchful eyes of the sentry. It was great to 
hear them speak of love and unit. 
 
The villagers spoke with lot of confidence and efforts to shake their faith in the utility of VO proved futile. They 
appeared resolute determined and sincere. The confidence in AKRSP extended by the office bearers 
augured well for the success of the programme and who would have believed that only a few months ago, 
they were allergic to the name of AKRSP. FS' detailed NFR would capture the development of VOs in the 
area. 
 
The MG thanked Shahzada Mohiuddin for his public rebuttal of the propaganda against AKF and AKRSP. Mr. 
Saeed Ahmad Khan, MPA and Adviser to the Chief Minister NWFP  also assured all support and help to the 
programme. 


