
 NOTE FOR THE RECORD 
 
Meeting with His Highness The Aga Khan at Aiglemont ... 30.1.1989 
 
 
His Highness very graciously had asked me and my wife to see him at Aiglemont, as a consequence of the 
bereavement we had suffered. We were most grateful that HH took time out of his very busy schedule to be 
with us in a private meeting and consoled us in a most understanding, kind and generous way. 
 
This private meeting was followed by another meeting with HH in which Bill and Bob also joined. HH gave 
some guidelines about the future development initiates in the region and also mentioned about his likely visit 
to Gilgit on March 15 to meet the Board of Trustees of Aga Khan University, immediately following their visit to 
the Northern Areas. 
 
 
Meeting at Oxfam: Oxford on 31.1.1989 
 
Bob, Abdul Jetha and myself drove to OXFAM from London and met the Director Mr. Frank Judd, who 
reacted positively to future collaboration between AKRSP and OXFAM and advised that in view of the newly 
set up of OXFAM field office in Pakistan, the initiative should come from the local office to headquarters. 
 
The meeting with the Director was followed by a presentation on AKRSP for some of the OXFAM staff 
including Alison Barett (Nick Gardner's successor) and Heather Blackwell of the Pakistan Desk in OXFAM. 
The First Harvest generated a discussion session. 
 
Meeting with Ms Emma Hooper at London on 3.2.1989 
 
Emma Hooper had been approached by ODA with AKRSP concurrence to take a short consultancy for 
women's programme. She met me to express her willingness to undertake the consultancy from May 29 to 
June 24. She requested for detailed terms of reference for the consultancy at the earliest. AAA may please do 
so if not already done. (She later informed of her intention to come from June 4). 
 
Visit to the United States ... February 5-12, 1989 
 
The following presentations on AKRSP were made at the universities: 
 
- John Hopkins University, Washington DC 
- Princeton University, Princeton 
- University of Southern California, Los Angeles 
- University of California, Berkeley 
 
The following presentations were made at different forums in Washington DC: 
 
- US Congress: Congressional Aides Forum 
- The World Bank 
- The Society for International Development 
 
The presentations comprised showing of the First Harvest supplemented by overhead projector, 
transparencies and discussion, except at the Congressional Aides Forum which was a luncheon meeting. 
 
The film and the presentations were very well received and the programme greatly acclaimed. The duration 
normally exceeded the scheduled two hours due to intense interest of the audience. 
 
At John Hopkins SIAS over 150 persons turned up and after the presentation, a large number came up to me 



to congratulate and to seek further information. Professor Thornton presided the session (Attachment: 
Announcement and invitation). 
 
At Princeton, Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Professor John Lewis, Director 
Research Programme in Development Studies (which has Paul Volcker on its faculty after his retirement from 
FED) remained with us throughout and a highly interested group of students asked many searching 
questions. Prof. Lewis hosted a dinner for us (Attachments: Announcement in School journal and notice). 
 
Prof. Harry Richardson, Professor of Economics and Urban and Regional Planning was our host at the 
University of Southern California. The participants were students of a seminar on a comparative urbanization, 
development and inequality. Most of them were studying for a post-graduate degree in planning and some for 
doctoral courses. Besides Professor Richardson other faculty members also attended the presentation. But 
for our flight to San Francisco, the discussion could have gone on late in the evening. 
 
At Berkeley, the Department of City and Regional Planning were our hosts and Professor Golsmith the 
compare. He got so carried away by the presentation that he dubbed it as "enormously stimulating" and 
"astonishingly impressive". The seminar attracted a roomful of students plus some faculty members. Copies 
of First Harvest were requested by a couple of faculty members for use in their seminars. 
(Attachment: Notice of the Seminar). 
 
At the Congressional Aides Forum, a large number of aides turned Up. The Forum has been in existence for 
the last ten years and the presentation on AKRSP for the first lecture of 1989 which will be followed by 
lectures by the President IFAD and Mr. James Grant, Executive Director UNICEF. (Attachment: 
Announcement with a brief and list of participants). 
 
At the World Bank OED, a large number of Bank staff including Directors came to the presentation, some of 
whom kept standing because of shortage of accommodation. Graham Donaldson commended the 
presentation and Julian Blackwood observed that rarely so many people stay on till the end of the session. 
(Attachments: Announcement with a brief and list of participants). 
 
The SID group was highly interested. The session was conducted by Julian Blackwood and presided by Vice 
President of SID. (Attachment and background papers on SID, list of participants). 
 
The whole visit was extremely well planned and a tremendous amount of what must have gone into making 
the excellent programme of whom I enjoyed every moment despite my gloomy and dismal state of the mind. I 
am most grateful to Iqbal Noor Ali and his staff David, Barbara etc. for making the visit so memorable to me. 
 
 January 30, 1989 
 
 
 THE WORLD BANK/IFC ... WEEKLY BULLETIN 
 
"The Aga Khan Rural Support Programme": Monday, February 6, 3.30 p.m. OED Conference Room (h. Bldg. 
6th floor). A short film "First Harvest” will be shown on this successful approach to development in a poor and 
harsh environment, followed by discussion and questions led by Shoaib Sultan Khan, the programme's 
General Manager and chief architect. The discussion will focus on beneficiary participation in project 
identification and implementation, village organizations, the role of an NGO and replication of the Approach.d 
An evaluation of the programme by OED can be obtained from the Bookstore. Space is limited. To reserve a 
place and for a copy of the summary paper, call Therese Mackie, Ext. 37282. Sponsors: 
OEDDI/EMICO/EMIAG. (NOTE: There will be a similar meeting Wednesday, February 8, noon (brown bag 
lunch), at the Society for International Development, 1401 New York Ave., N.W.) 
 


