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Diary of Study Tour of Shahpur District at Sargodha   

March 4, 1956: 

My friend Mr. Manzoor of the West Pakistan Civil Service came to pick me up at 7.00 

am. As he was also going to Sargodha, hence he had kindly offered me a lift in his car.  

We left Lahore at about 7.00 am after having breakfast at the Academy. It was quite 

pleasant in the morning as we crossed the Ravi Bridge and took the road to Sargodha 

via Sheikhopura. The fields on both sides of the road were lush green and I am sure 

the cultivators are going to reap a bumper wheat crop in this area. But the green fields 

came to almost on abrupt end and were followed by vast tracts of water logged land. 

The contrast was surprising as well as appalling. There is hardly any cultivation 

between milestones 8 and 11. There were many causeways on the road along this 

area. Water was actually accumulated on both sides of the road in this region. Our 

engineers must find some solution to this problem, otherwise we are going to be great 

losers so far as food goes. My friend, who has recently returned from Canada, told me 

that in Canada also the engineers are trying to find out some solution to this problem 

and are actually experimenting to stop the seepage from canals with the help of plastic 

sheets. Well it is a long way since we can even think of using such methods, but 

perhaps subsoil drainage canals may be of great help in reclaiming water logged land. 

I hear government has been able to reclaim waterlogged land in many districts 

through this method. 

 

After crossing the Upper Chenab canal, we were within few miles of Sheikhopura. 

Sheikhopura brought back to my mind the famous love story of Emperor Jehangir and 

Noorjehan whose tombs are near the Ravi Bridge. There is a very big fort on the 

outskirts of the city which, historians say, was constructed by Jehangir for the 

purpose of shikar, when he was still a prince and was known by the name of Sheikho 

Shahzada. This is why the place is called Sheikhopura. After crossing Sheikhopura, 

we headed towards Choharkana, where there is a Tube well Workshop. A few miles 

away from Choharkana, I noticed a tube well being bored. So far the road was very 

good but it was a pity to see no trees along the highway. A double row of shady trees 

will not only be a boom for the traveler but also an asset to the government. From 

Pindi Bhatian, we took the road to Sargodha which goes via Rabwah and not the one 

which goes via Talibwala. On this road, there are vast tracts of wasteland near Harsah 

Sheikh and Rabwah. Rabwah is a recently built town, but the buildings are very drab 

and dismal looking. It is the centre of Qadianis and I was told that they have got their 

own administrative set up to govern the town. I was also informed by my friend Mr. 

Manzoor that their Chief Justice is an advocate of Sargodha, who comes down to 

Rabwah every week to dispense justice. 
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I was greatly fascinated by the bridge on the Chenab which is divided in two parts. 

Now we were perhaps in the salt range because vast areas of land were seen white at a 

stretch. Twelve miles away from Sargodha, I was surprised to see on one side of the 

road a wide expanse of land white with salt while on the opposite side was standing a 

bumper wheat crop. The traffic also increased as we were getting near Sargodha. The 

tangas were overloaded with passengers and in one tanga I counted nine adults, 

excluding the driver. It was sheer brutality to the animal. We reached Sargodha at 

about midnoon and my friend drove straight to his friend Mr. Obaidullah Khan‟s 

house who is Secretary District Board, of which Mr. Manzoor was the Administrator 

prior to his departure for Canada. 

 

After lunch, we went to see the cricket match between the MCC “A” team and the 

Service XI. It was a very dull affair. There I met Mr. Niaz Ahmad, Deputy 

Commissioner and also Mr. Siddiq Chaudhry, the Assistant Commissioner. The DC 

asked me to come to his house next day at 9.00 am. In the evening, I went to the 

Shahpur Club and met some of the local people and played a few rubbers of bridge. 

Went to sleep early because yesterday being a guest night, I was able to snatch only a 

few hours of sleep last night. 

 

March 5, 1956: 

 

At 8.00 am, I shifted to the Canal Inspection House where other probationers had also 

arrived from Lahore. From there, we went to DC‟s house who took us to the Shahpur 

Horse Fair where he was going to hold a meeting of the District Development Board. 

The DC explained to us that heads of departments at district level are the members of 

the Board and a meeting is held every month. On reaching the mela ground, we found 

that no arrangements have been made for the meeting because the Secretary, District 

Board alleged that he did not receive any intimation to that effect. The ACV‟s 

memorandum showed that the intimations were issued on the 24th of the last month. 

The meeting started fifteen minutes late and we took our seats as observers. A copy of 

the agenda was handed over to each one of us also. I was surprised to see 37 items on 

it, because I was told that the meeting will last for only two hours. Some of the items 

included in the agenda were like construction of houses for government servants; 

village uplift programme, poultry breeding farms; opening of depots for supply of soft 

coke to the public,  improving the sanitation of the town; construction of roads etc. 

etc. I think the agenda was to ambitious, hence very cursory attention was given to 

each one of the items. One of the members remarked that these houses will be built 

when their sons retire. I think there was a good deal of truth in this statement, 

because the Board has been passing resolutions and approving schemes like that but 

perhaps had never bothered to see whether they were acted upon or not. The idea of a 

District Development Board is certainly very good but its success depends on the 

cooperation of the officers, which in my opinion was not very encouraging in this 

meeting. The tendency of officials to get as much for their own departments as 
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possible at the expense of others, is not very desirable. But it was not so in every case. 

All the members were unanimous so far as the construction of a new Convent at 

Sargodha, or the improvements in sanitation, or the village uplift programmes etc. 

etc., were concerned. The meeting ended after about three hours. I think it would have 

been better to keep less number of items on the agenda, so that members might have 

been able to give more attention. By doing so, the tendency of “rushing through” would 

certainly have been avoided. 

 

After lunch, we went to witness the Horse Fair. It is a great event to which the people 

of Shahpur look forward with great keenness. The District Gazetteer says that land 

was granted in Shahpur to the people on the condition to keep one more for every 1-

1/2 square of land for Army Remounts purposes. Although this condition has been 

abolished but Shahpur district is still seemed to none in breeding of horses. Besides 

tent pegging, we witnessed a Kabaddi tournament as well.  

 

We spent the evening at the Shahpur Club. I and Humayun played a few sets of tennis 

as well. Went to sleep late at night because of the surprise raids on cinema halls by 

the DC. Most of the cinemas and theatres were found overcrowded. The managements 

were found selling tickets without government stamps on them. They allowed the 

people to get in the hall without giving a printed ticket to them bearing government 

stamp. I must admire the courage of the DC who went in the halls and stopped the 

shows to see whether all the exhaust fans were working or not. In each case none of 

these fans were in order. It was really an ordeal to stand even for five minutes in those 

overcrowded and terribly congested halls. Both the proprietors of cinema houses were 

challenged later on. 

 

From there we headed towards the mela ground. Then again the theatres were 

overcrowded and had sold tickets in excess and had deprived the government of excise 

duty and entertainment tax. It was funny to see a few of the audience in the hall 

sitting aloof with their backs towards the stage and enjoying hooked smoking. They 

couldn‟t see anything because lots of people were standing in front of them. But once 

they had got in, they did not want to leave ill the end whether anything was visible or 

not.  Thus this night inspection by the DC meant a few thousand rupees for the 

government. It acted as a whip for the slack officials of the entertainment tax 

department. These two, I think, are no mean achievement. 

 

March 6, 1956: 

 

Got up at 7.30 am. Having taken breakfast, went to the District Courts with the 

Tehsildar, where we were received by the Revenue Assistant. We attended his court for 

some time and studied the procedure of an appeal against mutation entry. The RA 

here invested with the powers of the Collector and thus acts on behalf of the DC. While 

looking through the revenue papers in RA‟s office, I was surprised to see that a Naib 
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Tehsildar asked to explain some irregularity committed by him, sent his explanation 

after five reminders by the RA. It was a case when the NT had refused to sign the Arz 

Irsal brought by the Lumbardar to him from the Wasil Baqi Navis (WBN). I think, it is 

a serious matter, because instead of keeping a check on the WBN that he might not 

victimize Lumbardars, the TM himself is guilty of that offence. I am sure the Collector 

will take a serious note of it. 

 

After attending the RA‟s court, we went to see the records and working of Sadr Wasil 

Baqi Navis office. Sargodha which is in fact known as Shahpur District at Sargodha is 

divided in four Tehsils – Sargodha, Shahpur, Khushab and Bhalwal.  When the 

English wanted to build a new colony town and shift the district headquarters from 

Shahpur to that town, the influential family of Tiwanas agreed to this change only on 

condition that the name of Shapur was retained, that is why it is so known. The date 

of collecting revenue for the district of Shahpur is the month of February. The latest 

Tauzi was shown to us the WBN, which showed as following for Kharif 1955: 

 

Tehsil  Sargodha Shahpur  Khushab  Bhalwal 

 

Total demand 75,088 63,580  99,152  48,185 

Fixed L.R. 

Arrears on  4,286  -   379   105 

1-3-1056 

 

The total demand for fluctuating area of Kharif 1955 for the whole district of Shapur 

is: 

 

    Total Demand   Arrears on 1.3.1956 

 

    Rs. 1,195,517   Rs. 33,045 

Other than ordinary LR Rs.    921,278   Rs. 49,213 

 

This chart gives an idea how easily L.R. is recovered now-a-days except in few cases, 

no need for taking serious step arises. I met one of the Lumbardars of Sargodha Tehsil 

at the Horse Show yesterday and he told me that he finds absolutely no difficulty in 

collecting LR. He simply gives notice to the appropriates that he is to deposit the LR on 

such and such date in the government treasury and they themselves come and pay 

the whole amount to him without any compulsion on his part. I also came to know  in 

WBN‟s office that it is the canal authorities who mostly assess that LR demand besides 

Abiana in most of the fluctuating areas in Shahpur district. 

 

In the evening, we were scheduled to leave for Jauharabad but as accommodation was 

not available at the Circuit House or the Rest House there, hence we stayed on at 

Sargodha Canal Inspection House. For dinner we were invited to Mr. G.M. Nangian‟s 
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house, who is a leading personality of Sargodha. The DC was kind enough to pick us 

up from the Club. 

  

March 7, 1956: 

 

Last night the DC had invited us to come for the .12 bore shooting competition, hence 

we reached the Sargodha Stadium at 8.00 am. There were about fifty competitors but 

only four qualified having shot five clay pigeons in five cartridges. I was luckily one of 

them. Finally I stood second and an RPAF officer stood first. Session Judge Shahpur 

stood third. I was disqualified being not posted in the district and Session Judge was 

adjudged as second. The DC intervened and got two silver trophies made and one was 

given to Session Judge and one to me. The trophy was three miniature guns standing 

on a wooden base. 

 

After the shooting competition, we went straight to Sadr Qanungo‟s office along with 

the Assistant Commissioner Mr. Siddiq who has just completed his probationary 

period. There we went through the important records. Sargodha Tehsil was last settled 

in 1906-7, it was first settled in 1865. Shhpur was last settled in 1911-12, Khushal 

last settled in 1913-14 and Bhalwal last settled in 1923-24. 

 

In the records room, we were given full records of one mahal which consisted of the 

following: 

 

Goshwara basta Deh         (Index) 

It was divided in two parts a) settlement record and b) annual records. 

 

Besides Shajra Kishtwar, Jamabandi, Shajra Nasab, Mutation register, Misal Haqiqat 

of the mahal Adhi Kot (Tehsil Khushab), the most interesting record was the Wajibul 

Arz. It firstly deals with the rights of the proprietors and mentioned that not only those 

who are actual proprietors at the time of settlement but even those who were present 

and rendered help at the time of settlement, will be considered to have a share in the 

Shamilat. But persons who come later on and occupy land in two mahals, will have no 

share in the shamilat unless the person selling their land foregoes his title in shamilat 

in their favour. It also said that any income from the shamilat will go to the Malba 

fund. It specifies a fine of Rs. 10/- to be  imnposed on those who encroach upon the 

village common way etc.  

 

We also saw that branch of Sadr Qanungo‟s office where old tattered maps were being 

copied to preserve them. The “Aks” process i.e. copies of records issued to public on 

payment on a presented fee of -/8/- from entry, was also seen by us. 
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Later the AC took us round the Government College and the newly built cricket 

stadium. It was heartening to see that encouragement is being given to sports in 

Sargodha. The construction of such a big stadium is really creditable. 

 

After lunch, we left for Jaharabad and took the Lower Jhelum Canal Road. In this 

district also the problem of water-logging is becoming serious day after day. Talking to 

one of the absentee landlords yesterday at the shooting competition, I found out that 

he owns about forty squares of land (one square is equal to 25 acres in Shahpur) in 

Sargodha though he himself lives in Mianwali. He told me that the taking over of M. 

Tiwanas private Canals by the government, has been of great help and advantage to 

landlords like him. Because they never used to get regular supplies of water and they 

had to pay ½ of their share to the Tiwanas. Now they had only to pay Abiana. His 

lands were also waterlogged but the subsoil drainage system has now greatly eased 

the situation in his squares and the adjoining areas. 

 

While going on the canal road, I noticed that there are tubewells every 200 yards or so 

which are pumping water out and it is thrown into the canal. Some people think that 

this is doing no good to the waterlogged area because the water is taken from fifty 

yards within the canal and is again thrown in it which again seeps out. Thus in their 

opinion, it is almost a vicious circle. Some other Maliks told me that because of these 

tubewells, their wells are drying up. I am really at a loss to understand that which 

view is correct. But one thing I couldn‟t at all follow is that all these tubewells are only 

one side of the canal. I think we drove thirty miles on the canal but I saw not a single 

tubewell on the other side of the canal. I wish I could meet some irrigation engineer to 

clear up this point – which at least for me is a problem. 

 

 We reached Jauharabad in the evening and put up in the Rest House. Went to 

sleep soon after dinner. 

 

March 8, 1956 

 

The Tehsildar Khushab and later on the SDM came to see us in the morning at 8.30 

am and we accompanied the SDM to his court at Jauharabad. He showed us the 

different registers maintained in the court for making entries regarding different type 

of cases like warrant cases, summon cases etc. etc. The two cases called by the 

magistrate in our presence, were of rape and murder. The SDM Jauharabad, who 

belongs to the PCS, is vested with S.30 powers and with the powers of ACT. In the 

case under S.302, the surgeon incharge of the civil hospital Jauharabad had also been 

called and he gave the post-mortem report of the murdered person‟s body. According 

to his deposition death was caused because of an injury caused to the membrane with 

a blunt weapon. As the counsel for the accused was busy in some other court hence 

the hearing was postponed for some time. 

 



7 
 

After attending the SDM‟s court, we headed towards Khushab Tehsil which is only 

four miles from Jauharabad. There we saw the procedure for filing an application for 

recovery of rent. In this case the applicant had employed a pleader as well, who 

appeared on behalf of the applicant. Summons were issued to the respondents. We 

were told that recovery of rent case took quite a long time, mainly because of the fact 

that the respondents avoid the summons as long as they could. 

 

We then went to Tehsil WBN‟s office. There we saw the papers concerning current 

Qistbandi Khushab Tehsil is divided in four assessment circles and the taxed revenue 

demand is as follows: 

 

Kharif  99,782   Malikana 293 

Rabi  124,542   Malikana 262 

 

According to the Tauzi, no arrears were outstanding for the Kharif‟s 55. The total area 

under fluctuating assessment in Khushab Tehsil is 21,781 acres. The Abiana demand 

for this area is Rs. 271,000. The Tehsil Tauzi was divided in two parts A and B. Part A 

showed the statement regarding L.R. collection while Part B included the collections 

other than L.R. like Talwana fee etc. In our presence, one of the Lambardars came to 

the Wasil Baqi Navis with Fard Dhal Bachh from the Patwari of his circle. The Wasil 

Baqi Navis prepared him an Arz Irsal which was taken by him to the Naib Tehsildar, 

who after tallying the figures in Arz Irsal with the Tehsil Qistbandi figures, signed it. 

 

We then went to see the Treasury which is the biggest Sub-treasury in the district. The 

Tehsildar is also ex-officio the Sub-Treasury Officer. The cashier handles the cash 

while the account, headwise, is kept by the Tehsil accountant. The cashier keeps two 

books; a) the cash book and 2) daily account book in which he gives the consolidated 

figures of daily expenditure and also the total amount of cash available at the 

Treasury. We were also shown the code book. A register containing the total number of 

cash coins and notes are also maintained. Daily entries are made in this register. An 

officer who wants to check the Treasury, must first get hold of this register and then 

ask the cashier to show the cash. If the notes or coins counted do not tally with the 

figures shown in this register, the officer can easily find out that some irregularity has 

taken place. 

 

Having seen the above court and offices, we left for Sakesar, a place about eight miles 

from Sargodha. It is a semi-hill station and is the highest point in the Soon Valley. The 

Soon Valley is not a very wide valley and is also not very fertile because of the scarcity 

of water. There are no means of irrigation. Most of the land is Barrani. A few patches 

are commanded by wells. The countryside is quite picturesque. While travelling 

through the valley, I was again and again reminded of Swat Valley. But Swat Valley 

certainly is far more beautiful and the roads there are much better than the road 

(because there is only one motorable road) in the Soon Valley here. On our way to 
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Sakesar, we stayed for sometime at Naushera which is the biggest village in the Soon 

Valley. But there is no doubt that it is a model village. There is a Islahi Committee 

which is like an NA Committee in big villages. But the Islahi Committee in Naushera is 

definitely doing much more work than the ordinary NA committees. They have 

constructed a metalled road through the village and the sanitation there is excellent. I 

saw meat kept in a glass almirah. Quite a few of the inhabitants of this village are high 

officials in the Pakistan army. 

 

The President with some members of the Islahi Committee had come to see us. The 

President told us that they used to work in cooperation with another village committee 

which has been suspended by the DC for misbehavior. This committee used to have 

funds – the rent of evacuee properties in the village – hence the Islahi Committee 

members were quite keen to get it reinstated. On our return, we spoke to the DC about 

it, who promised to look into the matter. One of the members of the Committee told 

me that the average yield of wheat in the Soon Valley is only about 10 mds per acre. 

This he though could easily be doubled if irrigation facilities are provided to them. 

There is a big lake in the Soon Valley but its water is so saline that is absolutely 

useless for irrigation purposes. 

 

From Naushera, we pushed on to Sakesar, which is about sixteen miles from there. 

The road is awfully bad and narrow. The forest department has also done some 

plantation in this area but because of the lack of water, it is not much. I think the soil 

here is ideal for orchards provided some means of irrigation is found out. 

 

We reached Sakesar at about 5.00 pm and after tea and a stroll went into see 

Patwari‟s papers of Mauza Surki. The Qanungo had also brought his papers. We 

looked through the Charsala Jamabandi, Khasra Girdawari (Kharif „ 55), Village 

Notebook Patwari‟s Karguzari, Roznamcha Waqiat; Fard dhal Bacch; Shajra Nasab; 

Shajra Kishtwar and Register of fees for copies. 

 

The total area of this mauza is 3097 acres. Out of which 2215 acres is Shamilat; 10 

acres abadi and 3 acres is provincial land i.e. roads etc. The total area cropped in 

Kharif ‟55 was 520 acres which in Rabi ‟55, it was 456 acres, 11 acres is uncultivable 

wasteland. 

 

The land is divided in three kinds and the Land Revenue demand per acre is as 

follows: 

 

Hail (best soil)    Re. 1/8/- per acre 

Mira (second best)    Re. 1/-/- per acre 

Barrani     Re. -/6/- per acre 

 

The average yield per acre was worked out as follows at the time of settlement: 
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  Hail   Mira  Barrani 

 

Makai  12 mds  3 mds  3 mds 

Barley  6 mds   4 mds  3 mds 

Maize  6 mds   4 mds  2-1/2 mds 

Cotton 3 mds   2 mds  1 md 

Wheat   10 mds  6 mds  4 mds 

Corn (Jo) 12 mds  8 mds  8 mds 

Tara Mira 3 mds   2 mds  1 md 

(inferior type of mustard) 

 

These figures according to the village officers as well as the proprietors whom I met at 

Naushera are still correct and hold good. This area was settled in 1913-14. 

 

In the last Kharif, there was very little Kharaba because of good rains. There is 

possibility of considerable Kharaba in Rabi, if it does not rain in time. 

 

It was quite cold at Sakesar. Went to sleep soon after dinner. 

 

March 9, 1956: 

 

Left Sakesar at about 9.00 am and went straight to Naushera where we all went to see 

the high school. This school was established as early as 1927 and has got a nice 

building, but it was built only for 250 students then and now there are well over 600 

boys in the school. Lack of accommodation and teaching staff is a general complaint in 

all the institutions of Shahpur district. From Naushera, we headed towards 

Jauharabad Where the SDM has invited us to lunch at his place. Some officials of the 

Thal Development Authority (TDA) were also present and we got a nice opportunity of 

getting some useful information to serve as a background for our proposed visit to the 

Thal in the last week of March. The Secretary TDA was of the opinion that 

government‟s scheme to build satellite towns has lessened the demand of plots for 

houses in Thal area, but still, he maintained, the response from the public is very 

encouraging. As for cultivation of land in the Thal, the main complaint of the farmers 

is that the water supplied through Thal canals, does not contain silt, which the 

Chenab and Jhelum canals do contain in abundance. The TDA Secretary told me that 

they also employ more or less the same machinery for collecting Land Revenue as is 

employed in other districts of the former province of the Punjab.  

 

We left Jauharabad at 2.00 pm and went to Tehsildar‟s Court at Shahpur. The 

Tehsildar was not holding his court in the afternoon because of Friday prayers, hence 

we looked through an application for petition which was instituted in January 1955. It 

was in February 1956 that the mode of partition was decided upon. In this case there 
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were four joint proprietors of the land to be partitioned. On an application for partition 

of the holding by one proprietor, the rest had also shown their willingness to get their 

shares separately defined. The current Tauzi of the Shahpur tehsil showed that the 

whole of L.R. has been realized. The figures were as follows for Kharif 1955: 

 

Type of Revenue  Demand  Collection  Arrears 

 

Fixed    63,588  63,588  - 

Fluctuating   145,198  145,198  - 

 

The position of the collections was as follows: 

 

Type of Revenue  Demand  Collection  Arrears 

 

Dev. Fund   94,271  94,271  - 

Abiana   527,290  518,850  8,440 

Taccavi loans  1,010   1,010   - 

 

Shahpur Tehsil was settled in 1913-14. There are 265 villages in it and 83 Patwar 

circles. It was in 1912 that district headquarters were shifted from Shahpur to 

Sargodha but the name of Shahpur is still retained as the name of the district though 

it is about 20 miles away from Sargodha. 

 

We came across at Patwari Training School also. Its condition was simply deplorable. 

There were 425 students and only four instructors. The condition of both the school 

and the hostel buildings is very bad. To me it really appeared dangerous to live in such 

dilapidated buildings. 

 

From Shahpur we returned to Sargodha and stayed for a night at the Canal Inspection 

House. We went to sleep early as tomorrow we will be going for riding early in the 

morning. 

 

March 10, 1956: 

 

The AC had kindly arranged with the Administrator of the District Board to send his 

horses for us this morning. He is a retired PCS officer and owns 40 squares near 

Sargodha. We went for riding in the newly built Sargodha stadium. The horses were a 

bit too fast otherwise they are all right. After riding we took breakfast with Malik Umar 

Saeed, who had come with the horses, at the Inspection House. Malik Umar also owns 

10 squares of land in Sargodha tehsil. It is situated in Chak No. 55. He is paying 

about Rs. 22/- revenue per acre for land under Malta plantation, but the actual land 

revenue is only Rs. 3/- per acre, the rest is water rate or abiana. In the same area, he 

is paying about 1/12/- per acre as L.R. for other lands, while he pays 13 to 16; abiana 
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for cotton or sugarcane field and Rs. 10/- per acre for wheat fields. This shows how 

little is the rate of actual land revenue. Due to subsoil drainage system, all of his 

squares are free from water logging and he is able to harvest 20 to 22 mds wheat per 

acre. 

 

At about ten we went to the District Courts where the DC introduced us to the ADM 

and an officer of the GoR who is posted there as Assistant Commissioner. Later on we 

went to see the working of the Reception and Enquiry Office. The aims and objects of 

this branch are that applicants should be saved from the botheration of going from 

one place to the other in the Collectorate. This also lessens the chances of corruption 

by clerical staff. When a person hands in his application here, the clerk on duty gives 

him a receipt for the application bearing a date on which the applicant is to call again. 

This also ensures the safe handling of the papers, otherwise no count was kept of the 

applications entertained. In fact it is a very sensible scheme but its success depends 

on the confidence of the people. If after making the application and getting the receipt, 

they still go on hunting after the clerks concerned the very object of the reception 

office is defeated. The clerks are also against this scheme for obvious reasons. But 

once it is showed and proved to the public that nobody can tell them anything about 

their applications except this office, it will become a success. One condition is 

essential for achieving this aim and it is that the applicant must receive an answer to 

his application on the date specified in the receipt which was handed over to him on 

his submission of the application. 

 

Then we went o AC‟s court who is vested with the powers of a Magistrate 1st Class. A 

case of possession of unlicensed arms was called upon. The prosecution story was 

that while SI of Chak No. 55 was making investigation in connection with a theft case, 

the accused made a statement in lieu of which an unlicensed carbine was recovered 

from his possession. The Magistrate has already recorded his statement of three 

prosecution witnesses on previous hearings. The accused pleaded not guilty and put 

forward a list of witnesses to be summoned by the court. The case was adjourned. 

 

Soon after attending the AC‟s court we left for Bhalwal. After lunching at the rest 

house, we went to see the experimentation farms run by the Village AID 

Administration near Chak No. 7. Two qualities of wheat were shown by the 

Development Officer. No. 591 the standard wheat now being sown all over the Punjab 

and No. 271 which is the new quality recently developed by Lyallpur Agriculture 

College. No. 271 to me appeared definitely better than 591. Although the number of 

grains was the same in corn cob of each variety but the ones in No. 271 were very 

thick and healthy. 

 

Then we went to Chak No. 7. The VAA has stationed one worker in each village in 

Chak who first studies the whole situation and helps the people of the village in 

achieving those things which they badly need with their own help. For this purpose he 
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persuades the villagers to set up a committee of their own to find out ways and means 

of achieving their objects. In this village, they have constructed a one and a half mile 

long road connecting the main road. This will mean two rupees more per maund for 

their grain. The committee in Chak No. 7 is headed by an ex-serviceman with the 

honorary rank of a captain. They have plans to breed fishes in a nearly pond, besides 

drainage system for the whole villages. The Chaks are usually better planned and were 

cleaner than the ordinary villages. They are also trying hard for an institution of high 

school standard. 

 

The VA worker is only to tell the people how to help themselves. Now the government 

has also started sanctioning money for those villages which had already done some 

work. 

 

From Chak No. 7 we went to Kot Hakim Khan about nine miles from Bhalwal where 

we stayed for the night. Crop in this area is quite good. 

 

March 11, 1956: 

 

After having breakfast, we left Kot Hakim Khan for village Liliani, where VAA has been 

able to achieve a lot. Liliani is about seven miles from Bhalwal and pays the biggest 

amount of Land Revenue (LR) in the district of Shahpur. Mostly there are peasants, 

proprietors and they pay an amount of about Rs. 200,000 LR every year. Since 1901, 

it has been paying Rs. 15,000 local rate. The main grudge of the people of Liliani is 

that District Board hasn‟t done anything for them in half a century simply because of 

the fact that they were not able to get any MLA or member BD elected from their 

village. Since VAA sent their worker there, they have been able to achieve a lot. Now 

there are 6,000 feet of cemented drains in village. They have been able to construct a 

half mile road from the village to the main road; they have been able to improve the 

condition of their school which is still a Vernacular Middle School. The Village AID 

worker‟s wife has been successful in opening a training centre for girls. It was really 

encouraging to see the things made by the girls themselves. There is a club as well 

which has been equipped with a radio by VAA. The villagers are also given books on 

loan. There is no doubt that a new life has been infused in this village by the VAA 

worker. But his difficulties are great. The Lumbardar of the village, who obviously is 

one of the most influential persons of the village, is dead set against the VAA without 

any reason, so are others against a girls school. The sanitary condition of the village is 

still very inadequate. I can‟t imagine what it would have been without the drains which 

have recently been built. 

 

Talking to a local man, I found out that they are paying at an average of about Rs. 2/- 

per acre land revenue, while Abiana varies from Rs. 22/- per acre for gardens to Rs. 

8/- per acre for wheat fields. The crops in this area are good this season. Their average 

yield is 12 to 16 maunds wheat per acre. 
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Having visited Liliani, we headed towards Sargodha. It being Sunday, the Tehsil 

Officers were closed at Bhalwal. Reached Sargodha about 2.00 pm. On way to 

Sargodha, came across the lands of Feroz Khan Noon and others. Last night we had 

stayed with one of the Noons – Sher Khn Noon – who resigned from the PCS in 1951. 

 

During our stay at Sargodha and at other places, what I gathered about the people of 

this place is that most of the proprietors were granted land on condition to keep a 

mare per 1-1/2 square, they disregarded later on. The cost of the land went on 

increasing with the increase in the cost of food grains, cotton etc. In 1931, wheat was 

sold at Rs. 1/- a maund. Now it is being sold at 4 seers a rupee. Most of the people 

here are either in one political group or the other. The Tiwanas of Hadlai, the Mitha 

Tiwans, the Noons, the Qureshis ( who had aligned themselves with the Daulatanas of 

Multan by marriage), the Baloch of Sahiwal and those of Khushab are the famous 

families of this place. Sir Khizr Hyat owns as much as 50,000 acres of land. There is 

constant rivalry between these families. There is lot of intervention by them in official 

work and in past years, officers have been transferred simply because they disagreed 

with one or the other of the influential people. They always hated the idea of any 

school in their villages. One of the most difficult obstacles for a VAA worker to 

overcome is the rich landlord, who doesn‟t want that the condition of his poor 

peasants should improve. Most of the landlords are so fabulously rich that they do not 

know how to spend the money. Some, I hear, spends Rs. 500 on a pair of slippers 

only. I was told that one of the landlords whenever he goes to Lahore, sends his big 

Buick to Lahore ahead of him to use it at Lahore while he himself comes by train 

because it is a bit more comfortable. I wish they could put their money to a better use. 

 

The most redeeming feature of Shahpur district is the First Aid Society, which is 

running a first class TB hospital. Another building for a TB hospital has been 

constructed on the Sargodha Chiniot road but it has not been put to use as yet. The 

Jinnah Hall is really impressive. It belongs to the Municipal Committee. There is an 

RPAF school as well. 

 

Went for tea to DC‟s place and then went for a round of the city. The sticks and canes 

made in Bhera (Bhalwal Tehsil) are really good and beautiful. 

 

Had dinner with the AC. The DC also came there. The DC has really been very kind 

and hospitable to us. The AC also took much trouble on our account. Sometimes we 

indeed felt overwhelmed by the their kind an generous treatment. Went to sleep after 

playing cutthroat. 
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MARCH 12, 1956: 

 

As the trains leave for Lahore from Sargodha at very odd timings, hence we all decided 

to cover the journey by Punjab Transport Bus. The DC has invited us for breakfast at 

his house. Having thanked him and the AC for the trouble they took for us, we left 

Sargodha at 10 am. The bus route was different from the one by which I hgad come to 

Sargodha on Mr. Manzoor‟s car. This route is via Talibwala and the other is via 

Chiniot, both of them meet at Pindi Bhatian. The road was awfully bad and needs 

immediate repairs. It was heartening to see nice shady trees on both sides of this road 

upto Talibwala. The crop in this area was not good and compared with the crops in 

Sheikhopura area, it was definitely poor. There is lot of Malta plantation in this area. 

Some of the gardens, I noticed, were dry perhaps because of some disease. At 

Bhagatanwala, large number of students was squatting in the playground perhaps 

appearing in some examination. The accommodation problem seemed to be acute here 

in this high school as well. 

 

There are vast tracts of wasteland in this area, some of them appeared to be recent –

banjar jadid – because the vats were still visible. In some of the fields wheat plants 

were lying uprooted. 

 

We had to cross the boat bridge over the Chenab on foot. I was surprised to see vast 

acres of land near the banks of the Chenab lying waste. There is little cultivation from 

the bank of the Chenab to Pindi Bhatian a distance of about four miles. I noticed only 

one well in the whole vicinity. We left Pindi Bhatian at about 11.15 am and after 

passing through Sukheki,  Khangah Dogran and Chadarkaha, reached Sheikhopura 

at about 1.00 pm which we left after a stoppage of ten minutes. About six miles from 

Sheikhopura, our bus was delayed for some time when a small boy threw a stone at 

the bus and smashed the wind screen. We reached Lahore at 2.30 pm and were first 

to arrive at the Academy, having started our work a day earlier than others. 

 


