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Diary of Thal 

March 27, 1956: 

We left the Academy at 6.15 am and after crossing Ravi Bridge, took the same road on which I 

had travelled a fortnight back while on my way to Sargodha. The same familiar objects, we 

passed, one after the other. The water logging and salinity of land appeared to be getting more 

acute day by day. From Sheikhopura, we turned towards Lyallpur. In this region also the acreage 

of saline land appeared to be quite substantial. The crop in this area was good. Lyallpur city itself 

appeared to be quite dirty and congested. I hear, twenty years back, it was a very clean city but 

because of war and especially after partition, it has become overcrowded and congested. No 

steps have been taken to expand the city. There is a plan to build a satellite town but the TDA 

people were telling me that this is going to have an adverse effect on colonization in Thal towns. 

Generally settlers prefer to be near big towns rather than in far off remote corners of the country, 

as the Thal appears to them at present. 

 

Having reached Lyallpur in good time, we had tea-break a few miles away from it and then 

headed towards Jhang. Between Lyallpur and Jhang, there were vast tracts of cultivable waste 

land. In this region again salinity of land seemed to be a big threat. The wheat crop was almost 

ripe for harvesting. It was quite disturbing to see many fields affected by wheat blight. The 

Development Officer in Bhalwal had told me that there is an insecticide which if sprayed on the 

fields, prevents wheat blight. Whether the cultivators of this area took advantage of this 

insecticide or not, is quite obvious, but if the agriculture department can do something in this 

regard, it will save as a lot of wheat. Whenever the Agriculture Department does any such thing, 

it should ensure that these things are properly utilized. It was heartening to see nice rows of trees 

along the road in this part of the country. Most of the roads, on which I have travelled in 

Pakistan, did not have many trees on them. 

 

After crossing the Trimmu Headwork, we almost entered the Thal area. There was some 

vegetation upto Athari Hazari but after it there was nothing but sand with occasional patches of 

greenery mostly governed by wells. Hyderabad appeared to be quite a big village. We had lunch 

in the running bus. The wide expanse of sand seemed to have no end. It was quite astonishing 

and encouraging to think that parts of this very desert have been converted into green fields and 

gardens. 

 

We left the road to Bhakkar and took the one going to Layyah. The roads are really good. On the 

road to Layyah at some places tree plantation is very good – almost thrice rows of Shisham on 

each side. Tree plantation on canals and distributaries is also very close. We came across a 

Natural Park as well. The Thal soil has taken to Shisham plantation very readily. Cultivation of 

food crops in this area was sparse. Mostly grains were sown wherever the land was cultivated. In 

some places, it was wheat. We reached Layyah at about 3.30 pm and the Information Officer of 
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the TDA was there to look after us. In the evening, it rained which certainly was a change for the 

better for us but I hear that rain at this time is harmful to the standing crop. 

 

March 28, 1956: 

 

Started for Taunsa at 7 am. This barrage is being constructed on the Indus and is to feed two 

canals one on the Muzaffargarh side and the other on D.G. Khan side. Out of an area of 1.3 

million acres which these canals will govern, only 70 lac acres is lying uncultivated. The rest is 

already under cultivation through inundation canals. This was originally a multipurpose project 

and 1735 crores were to be spent on it, but the production of electricity has been given up for the 

present. One of the Engineers, whom I met there, was of the view that this scheme has been 

given up because of Suigas being brought to the Punjab. He thought this was not wise because 

sui gas will exhaust itself after some time and with the increasing industrialization of the country, 

the demand for electric power will become too intense. The work on the barrage was started in 

1953 and it is hoped to be completed by 1958 at a cost of 11 crores. The ICA is supplying 

machinery. We saw a huge machine for the processing of cement concrete. The shingle for this 

purpose is being brought from Daudkhel about 190 miles away. I wonder if this machine is set 

up at Daudkhel, will make any difference as to the cost of production of the cement concrete. 

 

The Muzaffargarh Canal is proposed to be 200’ wide with a capacity of 7,000 cusecs, while that 

of D.G. Khan is to be 300’ wide with a capacity of 12,000 cusecs. There will be 62 piers in the 

barrage. A 21-mile long railway line is also to be laid down between Dehra Panah in 

Muzaffargarh and Gunian in D.G. Khan. The Muzaffargarh canal will feed a branch of Thal 

Canal which will have a capacity of 1,200 cusecs. 

 

We went round the site of the barrage as well. On enquiry, I found out that the daily wages of a 

labourer is only Re. 1/8 per day which in my opinion is pretty low for 8 hours work. But usually 

labourers work here in gangs of fifteen or sixteen and they get as 8/ per 100 cubic feet work 

done. But there is a middle man also that is the contractor who keeps 1/8 for himself and pays -

/8/-to the Jamadar and rest to the workers. On an average, the labourer is able to earn 2/8/1 to 

3/8/- per day through this method. There are 12 such contractors who have got contracts for 

supplying labour only. Women were also seen working with their menfolk. I was pretty amused 

when having  I questioned, one of the workers I found out that he earns only 2/- per day while 

another labourer was said that this fellow earned not less than 3/8/- every day. I didn’t know 

whom to believe but this certainly throws light on a tendency in our country to exaggerate the 

facts in one or the other direction. This we certainly can’t root out without educating the masses. 

But it is pity that even some educated people also fall a victim to this. We left Taunsa at about 

11.30 am. Within six miles of Taunsa, there were a lot of mango groves. Many of them were 

newly planted.  
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After taking lunch at Layyah Rest House, we went to see the Agricultural Machinery 

Organisation Workshop situated about 200 yards away from the Rest House. This Workshop is 

divided in different sections and we went round all these sections one by one. From Servicing 

Section we passed on to the assembly shop where a lot of vehicles and tractors were being 

renovated and put right. I must say that the record of the spare parts store was being kept with 

great accuracy and neatness. From there we went to the Machine Shop, then to Mechanical Shop, 

Fuel Pump Shop, Electric Shop, Battery Shop, Electric Shop, Battery Shop, Blacksmith Shop, 

Moulding Shop etc. etc. This whole establishment is for about 260 students. Caterpillars, 

International Harvesters and Massey Harris are the three firms whose machines are being used in 

the Thal. These machines are spread over eight sections. Each section having an AMO unit under 

an Assistant Engineer Operations. There is no doubt that this workshop is doing a lot of good 

work but an expenditure of Rs. 35 lacs per annum is a bit too much for the maintenance of only 

260 machines. I may be wrong but I do feel that it is just like keeping a service station for two or 

three cars a day. The shop is repairing about 30 machines every month. There are two mobile 

repair units as well. Returned from the workshop at about 4.30 pm. 

 

March 29, 1956: 

 

This morning we visited the Indus Sugar Farm. The TDA had kindly provided five jeeps for 

transport. Mr. Niazi, Divisional Engineer Operations accompanied us to the Farm. This farm is 

about 12 miles from Layyah and is spread over Chak Nos. 120,118, 112 A, 119 and 126. The 

area of the farm is 6,000 acres out of which 3,200 is under cultivation at present. It was started in 

1953. This farm is specially meant for sugar cane cultivation to feed the Layyah Sugar Mill. Last 

year 320,000 maunds of sugarcane was produced. The average was 350 maunds per acre. This 

year only 1,300 acres are under sugar cultivation while the rest is under wheat and gram 

cultivation. The Farm Manager informed us that it is because of the tenants that they had to spare 

so much area for wheat cultivation and also because of the scarcity of water. They have not been 

able to introduce rotation of crops system because of the scarcity of land under cultivation. They 

are hoping to bring the total area of the farm i.e. 6,000 acres under cultivation within next six 

months. They are cultivating the best type of sugarcane – Coimbatore No. 112. Cultivation is 

being done with improvement implements. It is partly mechanized also. There is one farm 

manager, 18 mukaddams (supervisors) at Rs. 80/- pm cash, 70 baildars at Rs. 54/- pm each. 

Casual labour is also employed during emergency. The budget estimate for 1956-57 is as 

follows: 

       Rs.    As.    Ps 

Establishment     61,262 – 0 – 0 

Tools etc.        1,500 – 0 – 0 

Layout work        5,860 – 0 – 0 

Casual labour     12,000 – 0 – 0 

Manure      48,875 – 0 - 0 
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Land Rev & water rate    64,000 – 0 – 0 

Conveyance charges               3,060 – 0 – 0 

Harvesting etc.             126,000 – 0 – 0 

Hoeing        7,000 – 0 – 0 

Pest control      15,000 – 0 – 0 

  Total:             344,557 – 0 – 0 

 

The estimated yield during this period is 290,000 maunds of sugarcane which at the rate of 1/8/- 

per maund, will fetch Rs. 435,000. Thus there will be a clear income of Rs. 90,443 during this 

period. The main item of expenditure is the striping of sugarcane at a rate of -/7/- per maund. I 

wonder if there is any other suitable and economical method to do this. I hear in the States, they 

burn it before cutting the crop, but if this is done, the sugarcane should immediately be 

transported to the mill, which at present is not possible at this farm. The land revenue is Rs. 2/- 

per acre while the water rate is Rs. 12/- per acre. The soil is not good and demands heavy 

manuring. The canal water is also devoid of silt. There are thirteen tenants on this farm each 

possessing a holding of 15 acres. They have got land on batai and have to give half of the 

produce to the TDA. Seed and manure is supplied by the TDA. Half of the water rate, the tenants 

have to pay themselves. The TDA helps them in ploughing their plots. I tried to meet some of the 

tenants but they were not in their fields. 

 

We left the farm to visit Chak No. 111 where leveling is being done by AMO unit No. 6. The 

crops along with Layyah Distributory were certainly very good. There was nice forestation as 

well along the canal. This region was very green. At Chak No. 111, we saw a lot of machines of 

all sorts buzzing around. It was really a very heartening sight. The unit is working for 8 hours a 

day and is able to level 40 acres during this period. They have already leveled 700 acres and 900 

acres are still to be leveled. There were 17 machines of all types including bulldozers, levelers, 

caterpillars etc., working there in the field. It is indeed at such places that one feels something is 

really being done which certainly gives a feeling of great satisfaction.  

 

From Chak No. 111, we drove on to AMO camp No. 6. As I have mentioned earlier that the 260 

tractors at the disposal of AMO workshop are distributed over 8 units. Each unit is under an 

Assistant Engineer Operations. The entire strength of the staff employees at this unit was 64 

divided in two branches a) field work and b) technical work. Besides 18 machines, there are 1 

tanker, 1 truck and one jeep for the AEO. They have got a mobile wireless set as well for 

keeping themselves in constant touch with the divisional headquarters. They are able to carry out 

minor repairs themselves. I must say that the AMO certainly is a very well organized unit in 

Thal. It certainly does incur a lot of expenditure but it is doing very useful work. 

 

From Unit Camp No. 6, we went to seek Chak No. 110. This Chak has been planned by the 

TDA. To avoid congestion in the village, they have built houses at a distance of more than 50 
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yards. This gives a very clean look to the whole Chak with sand dunes in between each house. 

Talking to the inhabitants of this Chak, I found out that for the last four years, they have been 

there almost nothing has been done by the TDA to improve their lot. They have hardly been able 

to make both ends meet. There lands have not been leveled as yet. But they were not very 

disappointed because the crop was getting better each year. Because of the scarcity of water and 

manure at present, they were sowing gram and wheat only in patches.  I was surprised to know 

that they were quite ignorant of the sum which they had to pay for the house and the square of 

land given to them. So far they said they had paid nothing. They have been paying Re. 1/- 

Malikana per acre and Rs. 2/- per acre for the cultivated one. They are paying Rs. 3/- to 4/- water 

rate for fodder, Rs. 7/- for wheat per acre. Besides this, they are paying ½ the water rate as 

property tax. Their main complaints were of scarcity of water, lack of medical and educational 

facilities. The nearest dispensary is 16 miles away from their Chak. The manure supplied to them 

is very costly for them to purchase. Their main grudge was that their complaints are not heard. 

They were pretty dissatisfied with the way TDA has been behaving with them. There is no doubt 

that their statements were rather exaggerated but this Chak was apparently quite under 

developed. 

 

From Chak No. 110, we drove back to Layyah and after taking lunch, left for Bakkar. On the 

way, we visited Chak No. 67 where ex-servicemen have been settled. This Chak again has been 

planned on the same lines as Chak No. 118. The houses were 50 yards at art, but there were no 

sand domes in between them. 40 families have been settled there. A helping party of 20 soldiers 

from active service was there to help their brethren.  There is a dispensary also. Some of their 

complaints were about the lack of educational facilities. I suggested to them to convert a small 

building which they had built for the purposes of receiving distinguished guests, into a school. It 

was then that they admitted that there were not actually enough children to necessitate the 

opening of a school. I was rather surprised at this revelation. 

 

From Chak No. 67, we drove on to Bakkar coming across occasional green patches. Crops were 

mostly poor, obviously because of the scarcity of water. We came across a National Park also. 

Shisham plantation seems to have been very successful in the Thal. At some places the wheat 

crop appeared to be fairly good. Thus I think if proper manure and enough water is supplied, 

very good crops can be harvested even in this desert. And that is what has been achieved in 

Northern Thal. We reached Bakkar at about 5.00 pm. 

 

March 30, 1956: 

 

We left the TDA Rest House at about 7.00 am for Rakh Ghulaman. There we visited the 

Commonwealth Livestock Farm. This part of the Thal has been considerably developed and on 

our way to the farm, we came across vast tracts of cultivated land which are quite non-existent in 

the South. Mostly gram has been sown but at places wheat crop was also very good. Shisham 
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plantation is also quite considerable in this region. The farm is situated in Chak No. 23, which is 

a central place in the Thal, so that it might be able go govern each and every nook and corner of 

the Thal. There are about 200 buffaloes at present of three famous breeds of a) Ravi; b) Nili and 

c) Kundi or Mundi. Buffalo is fast becoming the dairy cattle because its milk contains more fat 

than that of the cow, hence it is more economical. Besides buffaloes, we were shown the dairy 

line of farm cattle as well. There are about 100 Dhanni bulls. The sanitary arrangement in the 

dairy line which were four, was quite satisfactory. At present the farm is producing 1100 lbs of 

milk every day. Out of which 800 lbs are sold in the surrounding neighborhood including Bakkar 

and Liaqatabad. The rest is utilized in making cream, butter and ghee. Milk is sold at the rate of -

/8/- per seer in retail. Wholesale price is one anna less. Ghee is sold at 4/8/- a seer. They are soon 

expecting a dairy plant from New Zealand when they hope to send milk in bottles to Lahore and 

other far off places also. Their dairy section at present is very inadequate. I saw only 2 cream 

separators and one butter churner in this section, which certainly is too limited for such a big 

farm. Anyway they are hoping to get more plant from the Commonwealth countries like New 

Zealand, Canada and Australia etc. A veterinary hospital is also proposed to be set up. At present 

there is only a maternity section under the charge of veterinary doctor. Besides this, there is a 

proposal for a farm of 4,000 birds and a farm of 4,000 sheep. The number of buffaloes they want 

to raise to 4,500 and that of the Dhanni cattle to 150. They propose to make ghee from cream and 

not from butter which is the system in vogue at present. The former process results in 10 to 15% 

saving. 

 

From the dairy section, we passed on to he poultry farm. The most distinguishing feature of this 

farm is the electric incubators with a capacity of 2,700 eggs. The eggs are kept there for 21 days. 

The mortality rate among the chickens is only 2%. All the birds here are of foreign breed, 

especially the Rhode Island bird and the white leghorns. They are getting about 100 eggs every 

day which they sell at Rs. 1/8/- a dozen. 

 

From poultry farm, we passed on the Workshop and Equipment Shop. Quite a number of 

machines were lying outside in the open and obviously were wearing out. On enquiry, we found 

out that most of these machines have been abandoned because they were of no use in this part of 

the country – it included machines like thresher-harvester combined, road levelers etc. It was 

really a pity to see so much money being wasted. A shed could easily have been provided at a 

nominal cost which could have saved these expensive machines from wearing out, specially the 

ones with tire wheels. I think this unsympathetic attitude was adopted towards these machines, 

because they had been presented by some government. This attitude is certainly a deplorable one. 

I am sure these machines could easily have been utilized elsewhere. 

 

After lunch, we went to see the Fareed Gardens situated in Lalburkot about 65 miles from 

Bhakkar. This area is quite green and every nook and corner is covered with greenery. The area 

of this farm is 4,693 acres, out of which 134 acres is under citrus plantation, 50 acres under 
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mango, 15 acres under guava, 5 acres under falsa and 6 acres under pomegranates. The rest is 

under wheat or grain cultivation. This farm is being run for three purposes; a) experiment; b) 

demonstration and c) nurseries. The tenants have a holding of 15 acres each where they are 

required to follow the system of rotation of crops as laid down by the farm authorities. It is 

spread over six years. Cotton, sugarcane, wheat fodder and guava are to be cultivated in rotation 

over 15 acres. The maximum production so far in this farm has been 24 maunds of wheat per 

acre. The average for the last year was 11.5 maunds of wheat per acre. The tenants are provided 

with manure also but the farm manager informed that he usually advocates and prefer green 

manure because it is less costly and does good not only to the crop but to the soil also. No water-

rate or land revenue is being charged from the tenants, but they have to give half the production 

in kind to farm authorities. We went round the garden later on. I must say that it is beautifully 

planned. The hedgerows and Shisham trees along the garden paths were beautiful. They have 

planted dates, bananas and cherries also. The dates have been imported from Basra (Iraq). There 

are at present 4,000 date plants out of which 16,000 suckers can be supplied every year to the 

public. We also saw the grafting of malta plant. The Farm Manager informed us that now he was 

in a position to supply 80,000 malta plants at as cost of Re. 1/- each. The usual price in the 

market is Rs. 2/-. There has been a net profit of Rs. 35,564 last year. 

 

I must say that they have certainly done very useful work here. I hear there are 12 more such 

gardens in the Thal and the one at Quaidabad is bigger than this one. The farm authorities are 

also advising people as regards the suitability of seed. For example, I noticed many grain fields 

diseased. The Farm Manager told me that these fields were suffering from grain blight – a 

disease caught by grain crops if it rains or remains cloudy during this period. He informed me 

that it is only C-36 quality of grain which can withstand this blight and they were trying to make 

it popular among the cultivators. We returned to Bhakkar at about 6.00 pm after a very 

informative tour. 

 

March 31, 1956: 

 

Left Bhakkar at 7.00 am. Stayed at Bridge for some time. Upto Athari Hazri, there was nothing 

except sand. There indeed were trees and at some places in quite a large number but all of their 

leaves had probably been eaten away by ants. Even a lone figure on a sand dune appeared to be 

very impressive and seemed to be saying to others “I am the monarch of all I survey”. After 

crossing Trimmu barrage, we began to see some greenery. It was nice to see green field after 

getting our eyes sore by looking at desert. We had lunch at Lyallpur and reached Lahore at 4.00 

pm. It was certainly a very informative visit. It did broaden my outlook. Now at least I can 

distinguish to a great extent between cultivable waste and uncultivable waste. Many types of 

land which I would have thought to be uncultivable waste have been brought under cultivation in 

the Thal. 

 


