
May 20, 1985 
 
 NOTE FOR THE RECORD 
 
 
Subject: Visit of Editor, National English Daily Muslim. 
 
 
May 20, 1985: 
 
 
The Chairman, AKRSP BOD, Mr. Ramzan Merchant along with Mr. Anwar Rammal, Chief Executive Asiatic 
Group of Companies arrived in Gilgit by helicopter at mid-day accompanied with (1) Mr. Mushahid Hussain 
Syed, Editor Muslim, (2) Dr. Hamid Kizilbash, Professor Political Science Department, Punjab University and 
(3) Mr. Nazir Kamal, ANY Canberra, Australia. 
 
After briefing at the AKRSP office and lunch, the group visited Shahtot and met the members of the VO. 
Thereafter they flew to Hanuchal and Mr. Mushahid Hussain along with others inspected the whole length of 
the channel under construction and simple marvelled at the achievement of the villagers. The group returned 
to Gilgit at 1815 hours. 
 
May 21, 1985 
 
The helicopter took the group along with the GM to Zodkhon in Chepursan Valley where the visitors walked 
along the newly constructed 7-mile long irrigation channel for some distance. The channel has been jointly 
constructed by VOs Zodkhon, Shutmerg and Espanj. In a discussion with the members of the VO, the 
villagers exhibited a keen understanding of the AKRSP methodology and when the Chairman enquired if the 
AKRSP had brought an army to do all this work, the spontaneous reply was "we are AKRSP's army". 
 
Next the group inspected the newly constructed bridge connecting village Shersabz with their lands across 
the river. The group was impressed at the engineering skill of the villagers in constructing the project which 
appeared very strong and according to the villagers, was passable by jeep. 
 
At Risht, members and office bearers of VO Risht, Kirmin, Kil and Shehrsabz greeted the group. The 
Manager of the Risht VO explained the methodology and vision of AKRSP as understood by the VO and 
informed the visitors about the implementation of the village plans by the VOs, in terms of organisation and 
management, land development, increased productivity specially provision of loans and credit and banking 
with special reference to savings and loans for fertilizer inputs. 
 
After meeting at Risht, the helicopter landed at Soust and Mr. Mushahid Hussain along with others walked 
through the 1,260 feet length of the irrigation tunnel and declared the project as the most unique and 
magnificent achievement of any village in Pakistan. 
 
Due to shortage of time, the group could only have an aerial view of the Khaiber, Passu and Aliabad projects. 
Mr. Mushahid Hussain again marvelled at the ingenuity of the villagers when he saw a compressor sitting on a 
ledge high above the ground on the Aliabad irrigation channel alignment. He considered it a more difficult task 
than the Hanuchal channel which he had seen the pervious day. 
 
At Ganesh the group walked through the 83-feet rocky tunnel constructed by the villagers as part of 3,500 feet 
long channel through rocky area to irrigate 500 kanals of land belonging to 100 families. 
 
After lunch at Mir Ghazanfar's house and visit to the under construction Baltit Girls Academy, the group 
stopped over at Hussain Abad where a programme had been organised by Mr. Abdullah Shah of the Muslim 
Newspaper in honour of the Chairman,AKF. From Hussain Abad the helicopter landed at Gawachi where Mr. 



Mushahid Hussain and his companions inspected the siphon irrigation scheme and greatly praised the local 
expertise in completing such a complicated and difficult job. 
 
The group returned to Gilgit around 1900 hours. 
 
At 2015 hours Mr. Mushahid Hussain and his companions held a debriefing session with the MG which the 
Chairman and Mr. Anwar Rammal also joined. Mr. Mushahid Hussain made the following comments in the 
Visitors Book: 
 
  
  "Our Group was much impressed by superb organisational skill and high motivation 

inculcated among the people of NA whom we met. What AKRSP is achieving under Shoaib 
Sultan Khan, is something unique and without precedent in Pakistan. We wish it at very 
success". 


