
 August 21, 1987 
 
 NOTE FOR THE RECORD
 
 
Subject: Meeting with Mr. Hank B.J. Friso, First Secretary, Canadian Embassy, Islamabad.
 
 
After the briefing of Dutch team and Mr. Hank Friso, First Secretary Development, Canadian Embassy, 
Islamabad by the GM. GM directed ZA to have a detailed discussion with Mr. Friso in the evening on the 
human resource development centre after he returns from a field trip to Hanuchal and Shahtote. 
 
ZA met Mr. Friso in Chinar Inn at 1800 hours when he had just arrived back from Hanuchal. ZA had 
discussion for about an hour. Mr. Friso informed that Canadian authorities are particularly interested to 
increase their involvement in Pakistan in agro-forestry, aquaculture (fisheries) and human resource 
development specifically in agriculture sector. ZA briefed him in detail regarding the present training 
programmes of AKRSP and terms of partnership with VOs in this regard. ZA also explained that in the past 
AKRSP could manage these training programmes from its own budget and need was not felt to ask for 
separate funding. However, AKRSP is receiving many requests from government departments and NGOs in 
Pakistan to train their master trainers at Gilgit and expanded and cater for at least mountain environment 
globally. Mr. Friso responded very favourably and pointed out that this centre should have all the facilities not 
only for technical sectors but also for social sector training programmes. 
 
It was agreed that AKRSP would develop a proposal in 3-4 months time and submit it to the Canadian 
Embassy with reference to ZA and Mr. Hank Friso's meeting. This proposal will then be submitted either to 
CIDA or other donor agency by the embassy. He was very confident for finding funds for such a centre. His 
remarks were that he finds no reason why some donor agency should not agree to fund such a proposal. The 
proposal should include: 
 
-  Cost of building 
-  Equipment 
-  Vehicles 
-  Pakistani staff salaries 
-  Expatriate consultants 
-  Training of centre staff abroad 
-  Other facilities to be attached to the centre. 
 
 
In the end ZA thanked Mr. Hank Friso for providing this opportunity for detailed discussion on the subject. 
Before parting ZA requested the guest to record his impressions about AKRSP in the visitor's book. He noted 
his impressions in the following words: 
 
 "Very impressed with the basic approach of complete full involvement of the village organization in 

the process from the beginning. One of the three most successful projects, I have seen since 1966! 
Congratulations to management, staff and the people in the villages and good luck in the future". 

 


