
 NOTE FOR THE RECORD 
 

June 20-21, 1987 
 
Subject: National Cooperative Seminar
 
 
The seminar was organized by Mian Riazuddin with Orangi Project and AKRSP as the main models of 
successful cooperatives in Pakistan. A detailed presentation including showing of the video 'Valleys in 
Transition' was made on AKRSP by SSK. The participants included the Minister for Cooperatives of the 
Government of the Punjab. 
 
After the presentation the group of cooperators from NWFP expressed a desire to visit AKRSP and so did Mr. 
A. Rauf Khan, Registrar Cooperative Societies, Baluchistan who requested for a letter to be written to Mr. 
Saleem Murtaza, Secretary, Cooperative Department, Government of Baluchistan to facilitate his visit to 
Gilgit. 
 
 

June 22, 1987 
 
 
 Discussion with IFAD Pre-appraisal Mission at RDFC Islamabad
 
 
The meeting was held at the behest of Mr. Poona Wigna Rajah, IFAD/UNICEF Consultant and was attended 
by Mr. Abidi, Dr. Qureshi, Mr. Inayatullah, Dr. Iftikhar besides RDFC officials. 
 
The IFAD consultant has recommended an AKRSP type approach by SAZDA (Sind Arid Zone Development 
Authority) for Thar Area Development Project, a credit programme by RDFC on similar lines as AKRSP credit 
and savings programme and setting up of a participatory institute with like-minded programmes and projects 
in Pakistan such as AKRSP, Orangi Project, AURAT, SHIRKATGAH, Sind Workers Project etc. Mr. Sartaj 
Aziz has expressed an interest in such a venture. 
 
The pre-appraisal mission enquired of SSK the most appropriate administrative structure to implement area 
development projects. SSK described his Daudzai and AKRSP experience in this context. The Mission 
members appeared to favour the NGO structure. 
 

June 22, 1987
 
 
 Discussion with Bob Shaw at Hotel Pearl Continental, Rawalpindi.
 
 
Bob informed SSK of the group of journalists comprising six members, escorted by van Praag likely to visit 
Northern Areas in the third week of September for four days. The suggested itinerary includes 2 days in the 
Hunza valley with visits to Soust and another VO with lots of time for the journalist to be on their own talking to 
villagers and investigating the rustic life and a visit to Baltit Fort and a day return visit to Sherqilla. Bob is likely 
to be in Gilgit during the period. 
 
Bob also briefed SSK on the in-depth discussion that His Highness held on the Phase II strategy on June 18 
at AKF Board meeting and his fascination with the concept of valley development and concerns about 
institutional framework (apex organization) and potential of agriculture in Norther Areas. Consequently His 
Highness' direction for diversification of agriculture and promotion of processing units. His Highness also 
evinced interest in HRDD and development of a training institute for management and vocational skills. HH 
also favoured the idea of replication of AKRSP by promoting setting up of autonomous rural support 
programmes without direct involvement of AKRSP, except in training. AKRSP needs to concentrate fully on 
development of a viable model in its present area of activity for the time being and can ill-afford to overstretch 
its existing resources. According to Bob, HH appeared fully satisfied with the progress of AKRSP todate. 
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